CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

Epidemiological intelligence was organized on a large scale
during the 19th century when the Asiatic cholera invaded the
Western world in repeated attacks. An international conference
at which twelve nations participated met in Paris in 1851 for the
purpose of securing international cooperation, particularly in the
field of maritime quarantine. The conference failed to establish
a permanent organization, but similar conferences were held there-
after, one of which met in 1881 at Washington where yellow fever
was the chief topic of discussion. Finally, in 1909, the Office Inter-
national dfHygiene Publique was established in Paris with 54 na-
tions participating. Epidemiological intelligence was its chief
function, a function it shared from 1921 on with the Health Section
of the Secretariat of the League of Nations.

Plague, cholera, yellow fever, and influenza are acute epidemic
diseases which attack large groups suddenly and wipe out mil-
lions of human lives within a few years. Wherever they occur they
present a strong challenge and, like war, they call for the mobiliza-
tion of all the state power a society can muster. There are other
less spectacular diseases; typhoid fever, dysentery, the many dis-
eases that come from filth, contaminated water, bad food and
general unsanitary conditions. These are a danger also, and equally
in need of protective measures by the state power. The sanitation
of man's environment was and still is an important function of
government.

The administration of public health became an increasingly
significant part of the general administration of the state. Laws
and ordinances were enacted and enforced by the police and the
courts. The physician was called upon in a dual capacity, as expert
adviser to the legislator and as administrative officer. The protec-
tion of the people s health and the eradication of disease are tasks
of such magnitude that they cannot be accomplished without the
state power. Public health has been extending its field from cen-
tury to century, and with the breaking down of barriers between

90